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PROLOGUE

W

strained to hear.

lieutenant had pulled her aside and told her to spend a couple of her 

set of facts as grounds for a conviction.
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at the detective who threatened his security, Theodore Burke, son of 

Just tell what happened. Focus on 
the jury. Don’t look at the defendant. He can’t hurt you anymore. 
Your courage will keep future victims safe from harm. Platitudes and 

when she had arrested the bad guy. Had she ever cared about the 
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daring Theodore Burke to look her in the eyes. His gaze was steady, 

she had handled it, or what she had done to cause it, but she could 

and she found herself standing in the hall outside. 

and acknowledge how she felt, but she didn’t want to break down. 

A stiff shot of whiskey would be the perfect antidote to whatever she 
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CHAPTER ONE

worn leather holder encased the badge she’d worked hard to earn. 
Through the years, she kept it shiny. The irony of the shiny badge 

longer hers.

assigning the task to her lieutenant. 
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Although the disposition of the disciplinary action against her had 
been put on hold while the Burke case was pending, she’d been given 

of a choice.

probably out of respect for her privacy. Here, there would be less 

What he probably hadn’t counted on was that this particular walk of 

broken the code, but the real transgression had been revealing her 

and crossed the street, counting the seconds until she could get on 
her bike and ride away. 
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Former partner. 

exertion. 

going to talk about it. 

Well, everyone should stick it. I’m the one 

about me. Well, fuck that. 

force while he continued to ascend the ranks, but their roles would 
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on the street. As a throw down, the gun would serve its purpose. 

aspirations. 

she’d cleared out of her locker at the station. Not enough.
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length hair.
As she walked toward the bar, she noticed a few groups of 

she’d wanted to be tonight, were both on the list of forbidden places. 
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and often displeased with the end result. Her wealth and status was 

for a book about the adult lives of children of Dallas socialites. 

group, Meaghan and Haley, were her designated drivers. After they 
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include her in her own celebration.

drink, toasted the air, and drank half of it down. What the hell. It’s 
my birthday.

point she stopped ordering the beer back, and concentrated on 

increasingly heavy side dose of attention, a brush against her hand, 

they had been there, but it was obvious they all knew each other 

the look of professional success in their classy wardrobes. A sporty 
blonde was pressed up against a tall, dashing redhead. A couple. 
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attention, a voluptuous blonde. Her hair was perfectly coiffed and 

of one breast and back up the other as she explored the valleys of 

understand it. Why would anyone go to all the trouble of layering 

were stripped away. 

what her own expression spoke, but the blonde’s look was curious, 

blonde, unable, unwilling to break the connection.
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on the force called her cocky, but she knew the other not as nice 
words they used behind her back. 

scenes. The tall redhead tapped the blonde on the shoulder. The 

Meet this nice woman. She’s like you. Much better for you than the 
rogue across the room. No need for you to slum it with her, when you 
can go out with someone in your same social class.

she pulled the whiskey toward her, the bartender tapped the glass. 

the glass in front of her and pushed it toward the bartender. 

It’s my birthday, after all
to approach the hot blonde at the bar, when Jordan interrupted to 
introduce her to one of her friends. Cynthia Hanley had a cause 
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Howard fortune her way. Jordan had already contributed to the cause 

didn’t see her anywhere.
Mac waved a hand in front of her face, breaking her intense 

Mac continued to seek out the stranger. “What did she look 

surveyed Mac’s appearance. “Actually, she was an edgy version of 
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